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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
/ filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

1-7 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 .26 filed with telefax on 1 2. 1 2.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-10/10 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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- Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



-k Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-3,5-26 
4 

1-3,9-26 
4-8 

1-26 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

- Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 03/048569 A (TEICHERT PAUL) 1 2 June 2003 

D2: WO 96/1 01 30 A (HEHENBERGER GERALD) 4 April 1 996 

CLARITY: 

2. The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 4 and 
24 are not clear. 

2.1 In claim 4, a method step ("said crane ... the hub") is included in a method 
directed at a product. This renders the claim unclear (see also PCT Guidelines 5.37). 
Claim 4 has therefore been interpreted as "Equipment for servicing ... crane to the hub, 
and said crane being suitable for lowering ... to the hub". 

2.2 Also in claim 24, it is not clear whether the claim is directed at a process 
("intended for being used") or at a product (a wind turbine). See also PCT guidelines 5.37. 
The claim has been interpreted as being directed to a method. 

INDEPENDENT CLAIM 4 ( APPARATUS^: 

3. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 4 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

3.1 Document D1 discloses (references in parentheses applying to this document): 

Equipment for servicing a wind turbine (p.17, 1. 13-31) after the hub of the wind 
turbine has been mounted, said equipment being provided with means for primarily 
securing the equipment including a crane to the hub (p.22, 1.13-15), and said crane being 
suitable for lowering and hoisting wind turbine appliances from and to the hub. 

3.2 The subject-matter of claim 4 therefore lacks novelty. 
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4. Claims 5-8 (dependent on claim 4) do not contain nay features which, in combination 
„ with the features of any claim, to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 

respect to novelty or inventive step, since the additional features fall within the scope of 
customary practice of a person skilled in the art. 

5. The combination of features of dependent claim 9 is neither known from, nor rendered 
obvious by the available prior art. There is no hint in the prior art to include the features of 
claim 9 in the equipment known from D1 . 

6. Dependent claims 10-23, when interpreted dependent on claim 9 are thereby also 
considered novel and inventive. 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1- P4 AND 2 6 (METHODSV. 

7. In claim 1 , "lowering and hoisting wind turbine appliances from and to the hub" is 
defined. From the application as a whole, the following interpretation of this passage can 
be deducted: lowering and hoisting appliances that are subsequently installed in the wind 
turbine (not lowering and hoisting of appliances used in servicing the wind turbine). This 
interpretation however should have been explicitly mentioned or described in claim 1 . 

Such an amended claim 1 would have fulfilled the requirements of the PCT with respect to 
novelty and inventive step for the following reasons: 

Document D2 (not D1) is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows: 

A method of conducting service on a wind turbine after the wind turbine is erected and 
after the hub of the wind turbine is mounted on the main shaft of the wind turbine. Wind 
turbine appliances are lowered and hoisted with a nacelle based crane. 

7.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known method of servicing a wind 
turbine in that a crane is mounted on the hub of the wind turbine and appliances are 
lowered and hoisted with this hub based crane. 

7.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 
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7.3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as 
conducting service to any part of the hub and the different systems of the hub. 

7.4. The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

A crane used in servicing a wind turbine is normally mounted on the tower or on the 
nacelle, since these are solid structures. The only hint in the prior art, to secure a crane to 
a hub is found in D2 (p. 22, 1.13-15). D2 however relates to a method of cleaning a wind 
turbine blade, not to hoisting wind turbine appliances from and to the hub. 

The skilled person would not, without the exercise of inventive skill, combine the teachings 
of D1 (about hoisting wind turbine appliances) and D2 (about cleaning a wind turbine 
blade). 

8. The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to independent claims 24 (see §2.2) 
and 26. 

9. Claims 2, 3 and 25 are dependent on claims 1 and 24 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY: 

10. The claimed invention is industrially applicable in the field of wind turbines (Article 
33(4) PCT). 
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